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Notification of reasons for refusal 

Patent application number: 2004-514310 
Issue date: 3 July 2008 

Japan ese Patent Office examiner: Bekki Kazuo 9852 5G00 
Agent for patent application: Itami Masaru 
Relevant legal basis: Article 29 Clause 2 

The above application is rejected for the following reasons. Any 
comments concerning this matter should be submitted within sixty days 
of the dispatch date of this notification. 

Reasons for refusal 

The invention according to the claims listed below of the present 
application is unpatentable (not entitled to receive a patent) on account 
of the regulations of Article 29 Clause 2 of the Japanese Patent Law, 
since it could have been easily invented by a person with an ordinary 
level of skill in the relevant art prior to the present application, on 
the basis of inventions recited in the below-listed publications or 
inventions publicly utilizable by way of electronic communications and 
available prior to the present application either in Japan or overseas. 

* 

Details (for references see reference table) 
• Concerning claims 1-3, see References 1 and 2 

Reference 1 recites that, in a keypad formed to provide a plurality 
of keys with a width that is different in the lengthways/longitudinal 
and sideways/lateral directions (keys which are long in the 
sideways/lateral direction), each key is positioned in a diagonally 
directed manner such that the long direct ionsj.tlong sides) are aligned 
in a top right to bottom left direction (see^Fig. 2A) . 

Reference 2 discloses keys that have numerals allocated to the center 
and different characters and so on allocated to both neighboring 



extremities of that center, and are provided with contact points so that, 
when the extremity of a key is depressed, it is possible to input the 
characters and so on allocated to that part of the key (see particularly 
paragraphs 0023-0025, 0028, 0029, and Figs. 1-5). 

Concerning both extremities of the keys which are long in the 
sideways/lateral direction of Reference 1, it would be easy for a person 
familiar with the technology to think of providing contact points to make 
possible the input of different characters as recited in Reference 2. 

• Concerning claim 4, see References 1 and 2 

Conversion of Roman letters to Japanese is generally-known (common) 
technology. 

• Concerning claims 5 and 6, see References 1 and 2 

Reference 2 discloses the technological idea that, when depressing the 
central portion allocated with numerals, contact is made at the contact 
points of both extremities, and it is through this that it is possible 
to make the input corresponding to the depressed central portion (see 
particularly Fig. 5). 

• Concerning claim 7, see References 1 and 2 

Concerning the keypad recited in Reference 1, examples are shown of 
its provision in a mobile phone (see paragraphs 0001 and 0019). 

Reference table 

1. JP2001-094654A 

2. JPH05-265618A 

In the case that any new reasons for refusal are discovered, these will 
be notified. Please note that, in the case of carrying out amendments, 
explanation should be provided in the Comments/Arguments concerning 
which entries of the original specification and so on of the application 
the amendments concerned may be drawn from and concerning how the pre- 
and post-amendment claims correspond to each other. 

Record of results of prior art reference survey 



• Field of survey IPC version 7 
H04M 1/02 - 1/23 

• Prior art references 
JP2002-094637A 
JPH11-509671W 
JPS60-231253A 
JP2000-165499A 
JP2002-344583A 
JPS62-030451Y 

This record of results of prior art reference survey does not constitute 
a reason for refusal. 

Please contact the person below with any queries about the contents 
of this notification of reasons for refusal or with any requests for 
interview. 

Bekki Kazuo Telephone communications Patent examination section 4 
TEL. 03(3581)1101 ext. 3524 FAX. 03(3580)7035 
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Communication 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the supplementary European search report 
under Article 153(7) EPC for the above-mentioned European patent application. 

If applicable, copies of the documents cited in the European search report are attached. 

5? Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 



Refund of the search fee 

If applicable under Article 9 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication from the Receiving Section 
on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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